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SUB J : STOPH’S CZECHOSLOVAKIAN VISIT: ECONOMIC COOOPERATION AND 
POLITICAL THEMES 

REF: PRAGUE 1120 

1 . EAST GERMAN NEWS COVERAGE OF THE STOPH VISIT TO 

THE CSSR WAS RELATIVELY HEAVY AND EXTENDED TO A ROUND- 
UP PIECE IN THE WEEKLY HORIZONT ON MAY 4. THIS PIECE 
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HIGHLIGHTS THE ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND SCIENTIFIC- 
TECHNOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE VISIT. THERE 
IS AN EVIDENT ATTEMPT IN GDR NEWS COVERAGE TO PICTURE 
CSSR-GDR RELATIONS AS CLOSE AND EVEN MORE FRIENDLY AS A 
RESULT OF STOPH'S VISIT. 

2. THE CZECH ATTACHE IN EAST BERLIN HAS PROVIDED 
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THE FOLLOWING DETAILS ON THE TALKS: 

A) ECONOMIC - THE FOCUS OF THE TALKS WERE UPON 
COOPERATION IN THE YEARS BEYOND 1980 ALTHOUGH SOME CURRENT 
SUBJECTS WERE DISCUSSED (SEE BELOW). HE NOTED THAT THE 
CZECHS WERE SECOND AMONG EASTERN BLOC COUNTRIES (AFTER THE 
SOVIET UNION) IN THE MANUFACTURE OF NUCLEAR POWER 
GENERATING EQUIPMENT AND IMPLIED THAT THE CZECHS ARE 
INVOLVED IN PLANS FOR FUTURE ATOMIC POWER PLANTS IN THE 
GDR. (A GDR PLANT AT GRIEFSWALD IS WITH SOVIET 
ASSISTANCE.) TWO SPECIFIC PROJECTS WERE DISCUSSED: THE 
SUPPLY OF POLYETHYLENE TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND THE PLANS TO 
JOINTLY MANUFACTURE A SKODA-WARTBURG AUTOMOBILE BEGINNING 
IN 1980. ON THE FORMER, THE CONTACT SAID THERE HAD BERN 
DIFFICULTIES IN SUPPLYING POLYETHYLENE TO THE CSSR FROM 

(THE BOEHLEN) PLANT SINCE THE PLANT (CONSTRUCTED BY 
FRG AND SWISS FIRM) HAD NEVER REACHED FULL CAPACITY. 
DELIVERIES, THROUGH THE 130 KILOMETER (B OEHLEN -ZALUZI) 

PIPELINE FROM THE GDR TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA, WERE BEHIND 
SCHEDULE. ON THE LATTER, HE SAID THAT PLANS WERE FOR THE 
CZECHS TO SUPPLY THE MOTORS FOR THE CARS AND THE EAST 
GERMANS TO SUPPLY THE AXLES, BODIES, ETC. THE CARS 
ARE TO BE ASSEMBLED IN A PLANT TO BE BUILT NEAR KARL 
MARX STADT AND THE TARGET IS AN ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF 
700,000 VEHICLES IN 1000, 1200 AND 1500 CUBIC CENTIMETER 
MODELS. 

B) POLITICAL - THE ATTACHE STATED THAT ONE OF THE 
MAIN TOPICS WAS RELATIONS WITH THE FRG. HE NOTED THAT 
CZECH-FRG RELATIONS WERE AT A LOW POINT BECAUSE OF RADIO 
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BROADCASTS BEAMED AT CZECHOSLOVAKIA FROM THE FRG 
(HE DID NOT MENTION AMERICANS BROADCASTS). THE CONTACT 
STATED THAT WHILE BREZHNEV MAY VISIT BONN THIS YEAR 
THAT HUSAK CERTAINLY WOULD NOT. HE CONFIRMED THAT 
HUSAK WOULD BE COMING TO BERLIN IN LATE SEPTEMBER AND 
EARLY OCTOBER TO SIGN AN UPDATED VERSION OF THE GDR-CSSR 
TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP SIMILAR TO THOSE CONCLUDED SINCE 
1975 WITH OTHER EASTERN COUNTRIES, (THE SOVIET UNION, 

HUNGARY, AND MONGOLIA THUS FAR). THE ATTACHE CONCLUDED 
BY SAYING THAT THE WARSAW PACT FOREIGN MINISTERS WOULD 
BE MEETING IN MOSCOW WITH MONTH IN PREPARATION FOR 
BELGRADE. 

3. COMMENT: THE CZECH ATTACHE'S COMMENTS WOULD SEEM 
TO CONFIRM THE WIDE-RANGING NATURE OF THE TALKS DESPITE 
THE PUBLIC EMPHASIS UPON ECONOMIC MATTERS. IDEOLOGICAL 
DISCUSSIONS, IF THEY TOOK PLACE, ARE NOT INDICATED IN 
THE PRESS REPORTS. CSCE IS HOWEVER MENTIONED IN THE GDR 
COVERAGE AND THE CZECH ATTACHE'S PINPOINTING OF THE FRG, 
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SPECIFICALLY HIS CRITICISM OF FRG RADIO BROADCASTS, 
SUGGESTS A BROADER DISCUSSION OF POINTS FOR THE BELGRADE 
CONFERENCE.POLANSKY 
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